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Climate, creation, Christian values 
and discipleship

• We recognise the preciousness 
of creation that God called 
good. God’s continuing love for 
all that he has created is shown 
in his promise to restore all 
things.

• We acknowledge the over-
whelming scientific evidence for 
human-caused climate change 
and the consequent need for 
action both to mitigate its effects 
and adapt to them. We are 
called to change our behaviour 
collectively and as individuals in 
order to achieve this.

• Christian discipleship involves 
addressing injustice and work-
ing for the good of all, especially 
the poor: “by this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, 
if you love one another.” (John 
13:35). Therefore the injustice 
that those most affected by 
climate change have contributed 
least to it calls us to respond, 
and to work for the protection 
of our common home.

• The richness of scripture and 
the history of God’s work with 
his people provide us with 
values and principles to chal-
lenge societal narratives that are 
drivers of climate change.

• As we intentionally practice 
thankfulness for God’s provision 

we choose contentment over the 
greed inherent in consumerism.

• Solidarity with all people, 
created in God’s image, sharing 
the finite space of our common 
home, awakens us to the fallacy 
of capitalism’s myth of unending 
economic growth.

Reimagining our spaces, practices, 
words and messages

• We undertake to respond 
creatively and courageously, 
beginning with ourselves, by 
adapting the ways we use our 
spaces, how we behave, and the 
way we speak about climate 
change.

• We will use our spaces to 
tangibly effect and communicate 
a transition to lower-carbon and 
creation-sustaining lives. (1)

• We will reimagine our an-
nual events to encourage self 
examination, consideration of 
our environmental impact, and 
to express our thankfulness for 
the gift of creation. (2)

• With our words we will try to 
explain to ourselves and others 
why we are doing this. We 
will pray and discuss together 
how we can continue on this 
counter-cultural journey of 
transition to greater simplicity 
and practiced contentment. (3)

• In our public conversations with 
media and government we will 

endeavour to speak truth to 
power, holding the interests of 
those most affected by climate 
change uppermost in our 
advocacy. With government we 
will explicitly support posi-
tive initiatives and hold them 
to account to act justly in the 
interests of all people and future 
generations. (4) 

1: For example: beehives in church-
yards, planting practices that 
encourage pollinators and produce 
food, solar panels on church roofs, 
improving building insulation.

2: For example: an annual harvest 
service could augment traditional 
thankfulness for God’s provision with 
lament for damage resulting from 
exploitative agricultural practices.

3: For example: thinking ethi-
cally together about our choices in 
production and consumption, and 
our investment and disinvestment 
decisions.

4: For example: acknowledging 
positive progress, telling others what 
we are doing and asking for specific, 
achievable actions in conversations 
with canvassing politicians. Church 
leaders can together provide a credi-
ble and compassionate voice in direct 
communications with Governement. 
Resources such as those developed 
by our partners in Christian Aid and 
Trócaire can help equip us for such 
conversations.
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Visit irishchurches.org/climate for more information
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